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CIVIC AFFAIRS 15 July 2014 
 5pm – 5.30pm 
 
Present:  Councillors McPherson (Chair), Benstead (Vice Chair), Cantrill, Pitt, 
Hart and Robertson  
Also present: Councillor Herbert (Leader and Executive Councillor for Strategy 
and Transformation) 

FOR ADOPTION BY THE COUNCIL 

 

14/43/CIV     Constitutional Impact - Transfer of Planning Items from Area 
to Central Planning Committee 
 
The committee received a report regarding the constitutional impact of 
transferring Planning Items from Area to Central Planning Committee.  
 
Councillor Cantrill proposed an amendment as follows: 
 
‘To agree Area Committee meeting frequency is altered from the current ‘every 
eight weeks’ to ‘at least six (delete - four) times per year. 
 
Councillor Benstead stated that the recommendation as worded gave each  
area committee the ability to set its own timetable without being influenced by 
the planning process. 
 
Councillor Pitt stated that by going down to four meetings per year all meetings 
would be busy and balancing demands may be difficult.  Councillor Cantrill 
revised his amendment to:   
‘To agree Area Committee meeting frequency is altered from the current ‘every 
eight weeks’ to a recommended six times a year (delete - at least four times 
per year). 
 
Councillors Cantrill and Pitt asked about the funding of additional Area 
Committees (if they all met six times).  The Leader stated that the budget 
amendment to be considered at Council was based on each area committee 
having five meetings per year but that if all area committees met more than 
that then the savings would need to be found elsewhere. 
 
Members of the committee were reminded that there was provision in the 
Constitution for the Chief Executive following consultation with the Chair to call  
additional meetings of an area committee if the business (for that cycle) 
warranted it. 
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The amendment was put to the vote and was lost by 2 votes in favour to 4 
against. 
 
  
Resolved (by 4 votes in favour to 2 against) to recommend to Council:  
 

i. To agree Area Committee meeting frequency is altered from the current 
‘every eight weeks’ to ‘at least four times per year’ commencing from 
October 2014, with each Area Committee continuing, as now, to set its 
own timetable of meetings for the municipal year; and 
 

ii. To instruct the Head of Legal Services to amend the Constitution to 
reflect this change. 

 
 


